
Homily Notes for Christ the King, 34th O.T. B   Nov. 21, 2021 
Dan 7:13-14; Rev 1:5-8; John 18:33b-37. See also CCC ##783,786, 908, & 2105 

 
1. Central theme: This Sunday the readings describe the enthronement of the victorious Christ as 
King in Heaven in all His glory. In the Church’s calendar, Christ the King is the parallel of the Super 
Bowl, or the Final Four in college basketball or the last game of the World Series. The Church’s 
liturgical year concludes with this feast of Christ the King. Next Sunday we begin again with Advent. 
 
2. As proposed originally by Pope Pius IX in 1925, the feast was a response to the rise of 
secularization, atheism, and communism. Think about what was developing in the world in 1925. 
The Russian communist revolution had just occurred in 1917. Adolph Hitler was moving towards 
taking power in Germany. Imperial Japan was beginning its military expansion in Asia. While the 
world was increasingly telling Christians that they must compartmentalize their religion and give 
their highest allegiance to the government, Pope Pius XI wrote regarding the feast: 

"If to Christ our Lord is given all power in heaven and on earth; if all men, purchased by his precious 
blood, are by a new right subjected to his dominion; if this power embraces all men, it must be clear that 
not one of our faculties is exempt from his empire. He must reign in our minds, which should assent 
with perfect submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign 
in our wills, which should obey the laws and precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should 
spurn natural desires and love God above all things, and cleave to him alone." (Quas Primas, 33) 

 
3. In 1969, Pope Paul VI revised the feast, giving it its current name and date. He gave the feast its 
current full title (the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe) and moved it to the 
last Sunday of the liturgical year. 
 
4. What was point of Pope Pius XI declaring this in 1925? Apparently, not enough people listened to 
him, for WWII broke out fourteen years later. The key for the Catholic community was and is that the 
Pope was alerting us to what we need to know about Jesus and His Kingdom in order to be ready for 
what was coming. Could it be that this celebration this year is preparing us for what is coming in our 
culture and in our time? 
 
5. The first reading, taken from the book of Daniel, speaks of the mysterious Son of Man (with whom 
Jesus would later identify himself), coming on the clouds, glorified by God and given dominion that 
will last forever. This is found in the famous chapter 7 of Daniel, “The Night Visions” with the four 
terrible beasts representing the greatest kingdoms of the world. The Son of Man is given authority 
over all these powers. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship 
shall not be destroyed.” 
 

6. Another key term to understand is “The Son of Man.” It describes one who is not just human but 
is both human and divine, sent as God or as a servant of God to do battle with evil and Satan. Jesus 
uses this term about 70 times to describe himself. 

 
7. In the second reading we know that He will be returning again. He is the one who is and who was 
and who is to come, the almighty.”  
 
8. In the Gospel reading we see that Pilate recognized Jesus as a king, but whose kingdom is not of 
this world. 
 
 



9. What about that kingdom that is not of this world? Do we believe in that? Is there evidence for 
that? I was speaking with a person recently about this, referring to my paper, “Evidences for the 
Supernatural”. You should have a copy of it in your hands along with these notes. I believe, after a 
lifetime of questioning that there is a lot of evidence for a spiritual realm of God, distinct from our 
world. Just look with me at the categories of evidence. First, is the evidence of the demonic. Things 
described by Fr. Amorth cannot be explained by natural forces. Second, the experiences from near 
death and out of body happenings also reveal that we have a “soul” which can separate from our 
physical body but takes our mind, our perceptions with it. Many who have these experiences testify 
to a kind of reality which is real but not of this world. Third and fourth are what I call “standard” 
Christian miracles which I used to ignore until I investigated them more. Included are Eucharistic 
hosts which turned into living flesh, an Italian girl born without pupils in her eyes who regained he 
sight after Padre Pio prayed over her. Many are the healings and miracles which have occurred, to 
which we may have paid very little attention. Finally, books like Lee Strobel’s “The Case for a 
Creator” gives a sophisticated case for the reality of a “Creator” God who we recognize in our Creed. 
These evidences are so well documented and so frequent that I don’t think they can be ignored. 
 
10. How can this inform us about the meaning of baptism? 
First of all, baptism in faith is the means by which a person is snatched from this visible world whose 
prince (king) is the Devil (See Jn 1:12) and transferred to the Kingdom of our God. In baptism we 
“have been purchased at a price.” Therefore, our body is not our own but has become a temple of the 
Holy Spirit whom we have from God. In baptism, we become part of the Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13) 
and a member of Christ’s Church. Baptism is a time when these children will be numbered among 
those who belong to God and who will be empowered and protected by Him. 
 
11. The two questions: 

1. What is that aspect of my life that I need to offer up to God as my service or sacrifice as his 
disciple? 
 

 
2. What is the one point that I need to get out of this Mass to help me become the-better-version-

of-myself that God wants? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


